
What would Tattoo Say? 
NEW DOCUMENTS ON USM PLANE REVEALED 

 
One of the large document dumps, all pursuant to a Mississippi Open Records request of USM by 
USMNEWS.net, concerns 2012 expenses related to the USM airplane, a popular subject here on this 
website.  The table inserted just below summarizes what we know, by category, about the 2012 expenses 
related to former USM president Martha Saunders’ 2008 lease (from the USM Foundation) of a Beechcraft 
King Air.  The reports obtained from USM are inserted at the end of this story (each on its own page). 
 

USM Air – Expenses, Jan-2012 – June-2012 
 

Month 
 

Lease 
 

Fuel 
 

Payroll 
Parts & 
Service 

Certifications 
& Pilot Training 

Pilot 
Reimb 

 
Misc 

 
Total 

Jan-2012 $16,428.40 $14,672.55 $3,618.52 $170 $0 $79.78 $75.22 $35,044.47 
Feb-2012 $16,428.40 $4,117.73 $1,360.50 $33,417.75 $31,614.91 $5.99 $2,885.73 $89,831.01 
Mar-2012 $16,428.40 $3,853.76 $3,989.14 $5,062.99 $0 $184.25 $613.97 $30,132.51 
Apr-2012 $16,428.40 $13,947.17 $3,536.11 $0 $0 $720.97 $195.64 $34,828.29 
May-2012 $16,428.40 $7,202.48 $2,630.05 $10,674.50 $8,934.80 $501.21 $220.92 $46,592.36 
June-2012 $16,428.40 $6,492.59 $2,630.28 $0 $3,045.50 $160.64 $1,418.45 $30,175.86 

 $98,570.40 $50,286.28 $17,764.60 $49,325.24 $43,595.21 $1,652.84 $5,409.93 $266,604.50 

 
The table above shows that USM students and Mississippi taxpayers forked over at least $266,604.50 in 
funding the USM airplane over only the first six months of 2012.  About $99,000 of this is represented by the 
combined (of six separate) monthly lease payments.  The next largest category is fuel, which totaled more 
than $50,000 alone over the first half of 2012.  Both parts and service and cert/training (for pilots) fell in 
the $40,000 to $50,000 range over the first half of 2012, and when combined they total almost $93,000. 
 
Of course, if the total above were doubled, to about $535,000, we would have a reasonable lower bound 
estimate of the annual cost of Saunders’ airplane to USM students and Mississippi taxpayers.  Clearly, this 
expense is weighing down the 100 year old institution, particularly during such trying economic times.  By 
signing the airplane lease with the USMF in late 2008, sources say Saunders showed little regard for the 
feelings of either USM students or Mississippi taxpayers. 









 


